
Our ongoing collaboration with Alternare and CIGA (UNAM’s Center for Research in 

Environmental Geography) continues engaging communities within the Reserve in reforestation. 

With funding provided by MBF, this past summer, ten groups from the indigenous communities 

of Francisco Serrato and Crescencio Morales planted 17,657 trees in 20 hectares within the 

buffer zone of the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve using seedlings from both community 

and commercial nurseries. Most of the communities had also participated in last year’s 

reforestation and an additional group of local school teachers and children joined us planting 

seedlings in an area where a landslide occurred in 2010. 
 

Finding appropriate sites to reforest proved to be a big challenge this year since most of the sites 

that are ideal to plant trees are owned by individuals (not communities) and are currently being 

used for agriculture. Fortunately we were able to find suitable locations. Most importantly, we 

have continued building on the relationships we have established with local communities. 
 

We continue monitoring in our experimental plot to learn about how organic soil amendment 

(mixture of cow manure, charcoal, wheat bran, bakers´ yeast, local soil and water) applications 

affect tree survival. During the summer 2012 season we set up two experiments to determine 

the optimal soil conditions for seedlings to thrive. Biosolids (organic byproducts) from dry 

latrines were obtained from Alternare´s Training Centre and transported to the field site to set 

up two more experimental plots.  
 

One experiment includes biosolids and local soil with locally-produced seedlings, while the other 

experiment includes biosolids, bokashi (organic matter that has been decomposed and recycled 

as a fertilizer and soil amendment), local soil and locally and commercially produced seedlings. 

We have collected baseline data on seedling size and  soil samples for further analysis. Seedling 

size data was collected during the month of November after they had endured transplant shock 

and the rainy season ended. 
 

Seedlings in all conditions survived very well. Seedlings in the biosolids enriched soil have grown 

2 cm (3/4 in) since they were planted. Those that were planted in unamended soil have not 

grown since they were planted. We will be monitoring the seedlings and measuring their growth 

during the month of January, 2013 to see if the observed trend continues.  
 

The Francisco Serrato and Crescencio Morales communities made their land available for our 

experiment and agreed to convert their agricultural plots into forest. These communities have 

shown willingness and commitment in the past and we keep building on these valuable 

relationships to empower local people to be stewards of their environment. 
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Alternare Wraps Up the Year Successfully 
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Eco-tourism Workshops Welcome Schoolchildren 
The last trimester of 2012 was a busy one for Eneida Montesinos.  During the months of October 

and November she held 6 three-day workshops to train eco-tourism guides in 6 communities 

within the Monarch Butterfly Reserve. Eco-tourism workshops combine indoor presentations and 

hands-on activities with outdoor field work to raise awareness about the importance of conserving 

the monarch overwintering sites.  Participants learn basic monarch biology, including information 

on the part of the monarch life cycle that occurs in the United States and Canada, as well as skills 

that will help them become tour-guides and engage in monitoring activities. 
 

As Eneida was concluding her workshops, she was approached by Gloria Tavera, Director of the 

Reserve, who asked if she was available to conduct four workshops in late  November and early 

December as part of the XXI Monarch Butterfly Festival.  
 

In collaboration with WWF and the Reserve, Eneida gave one workshop for 40 schoolchildren 

from different municipalities of Michoacán. It was  total success. Excited kids and teachers 

requested more workshops leading Eneida to give six additional workshops with a total 

participation of 950 kids!! Children from kindergarten to middle school participated ranging in age 

from 4 to 14. Even moms got excited and fifteen of them attended the workshop at Senguio. The 

smallest workshop had 80 children and the largest one 250, averaging around 150 children per 

workshop. This was an exciting twist of events which allowed Eneida to expand her workshops to 

schoolchildren! She made the curriculum material she uses to train guides in monarch biology 

available to all participants. 

Thanks to the generous donations we received through GlobalGiving and the prize we received 

from Healthy Planet, MBF was able to grant $12,500 to Alternare in 2012. Alternare is a local non-

profit  organization that promotes a sustainable development model for rural communities which 

includes the protection and conservation of the forest and its biodiversity. Our grant and funding 

from other sources, supported Alternare’s ongoing projects allowing them to close the year with 

lots of accomplishments.   
 

A total of 248 campesinos were trained to build 185 fuel-efficient stoves during 2012.  More than 

699 stoves have been constructed to date. Nine workshops on how to produce forest and fruit 

trees were also held, training 82 individuals and yielding a production of 26,508 trees including 

oyamels, pines, cedars, oaks and other species in collective and school nurseries.  
 

Alternare’s Training Center where workshops and activities for local communities are held, 

continues to thrive. This year a demonstration nursery was built with the capacity to produce a 

maximum of sixteen thousand plants in ten by twenty-five centimeter (4X10 in.) containers. A total 

of 9,920 tree seedlings have been planted in the demo site and 735 are currently germinating 

(sprouting and growing). 
 

Additionally, Alternare collaborated with other organizations to build ten nurseries around the 

area of the Río San Juan micro-watershed, producing a total of 27,603 plants. 
 

MBF’s support has helped Alternare promote their campesino-to-campesino approach fostering 

participatory conservation strategies to benefit communities and the forest ecosystem.  

Poster describing the workshops 

Alternare’s fuel-efficient stoves  

save tres and improve the health 

of campesino families 

Alternare’s Demonstration Nursery 

Kids, teachers and parents in Senguio Contepec kids proudly display their monarchs Aporo kids put finishing touches on caterpillars 

MBF is excited to support these workshops which are not only engaging kids, school teachers and 

moms but are strengthening our relationships with WWF, the Reserve and the local communities. 
Aporo schoolchildren 
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News From the Board 
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Our Chair, Robert J. Small, has stepped down from the board after six years of supporting 

monarch conservation: three years as Chair of the Michoacán Reforestation Fund (MRF) and 

another three with MBF.  Bob played an instrumental role in the merging of MRF and MBSF, 

strengthening MBF’s organizational and administrative structure. As a wildlife scientist with 

experience in population ecology, habitat use and movement of terrestrial and marine vertebrates, 

Bob greatly contributed to our conservation strategy.  We are grateful to have had Bob on our 

board and wish him the best. You will be missed Bob!  
 

Although saddened by Bob’s departure, we are also happy to welcome two new board members:  

Gail Morris is a naturalist and Citizen Scientist. She received her B.S. 

in Psychology from Michigan State University and her M.A. in Theology 

from the University of Notre Dame.  A life-long gardener, Gail became 

a Master Gardener in 1995 and completed the Desert Gardening 

Mastership Program in 2011. She now dedicates her time to monitoring 

and expanding monarch habitats throughout Arizona and the 

Southwestern states. Butterfly conservation projects are Gail’s passion. 
She coordinates the Southwest Monarch Study, serves as a Monarch 

Watch Conservation Specialist, monitors and trains volunteers for the  

Dr. Alfonso Alonso is a conservation biologist who designs, 

implements, and manages research and conservation programs at 

the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute (SCBI).  Alfonso 

studied monarch butterflies extensively and received his B.S. from 

the National University of Mexico (UNAM), and M.S. and Ph.D. 

degrees in Zoology from the University of Florida. He has 

extensive training in ecology, biodiversity studies, and conservation 

biology and more than 15 years of experience working to minimize impacts on biodiversity during 

oil and gas development projects.  Currently, Alfonso directs four large and successful biodiversity 

programs, one in Gabon and three in Peru.  Alfonso enjoys working with people, he teaches 

courses for several of SCBI's national and international educational programs and has travelled 

extensively in North, Central and South America, Africa and Asia to conduct research.  

Monarch Larva Monitoring Project, and tests monarchs for the parasite Ophryocystis elektroscirrha 

(O.e.) for Monarch Health. Gail also conducts special educational opportunities and events 

benefiting monarch conservation and habitats around the state. People of all ages enjoy her 

programs including nature and garden clubs, college, high school and grade school students, scouts 

and many other interested nature organizations. 

Fall 2012 Monarch Migration 
With favorable breeding and migratory conditions in the southern United States, and the 

exceptionally early arrival of monarchs in the northern breeding range, there were hopes that the 

monarch population would rebound from the record low number counted in Mexico last winter. 

An unexpected incursion into central Alberta delighted observers. But despite this hopeful spring, 

the recovery of the population did not happen.  
 

After a good start in the Upper Midwestern US, reports from Monarch Larva Monitoring Project 

volunteers showed plummeting population numbers over the summer. In Ontario, Canada, the 

migration appeared to move east along north shores of Lakes Ontario and Erie primarily from mid

- August to mid- September 2012, followed by an extended migration of small groups and 

individuals through October and November. Clusters reported were fewer in number and smaller 

in size than in many past years. About 800 individuals on Sept. 19th and 21st were the largest 

reported at Point Pelee National Park. In comparison 5,000 monarchs were sighted on September 

20, 2010. On Sept 6, 1993 over 96,000 monarchs were recorded including two overnight roosts 

of 7,500 and 3,000 (data from Wormington 1994 and Monarch Watch site). The last known 

Canadian sighting in 2012 was at Point Pelee on November 22nd. 

Photo: Karen Oberhauser 

Photo: Lincoln Brower 

Welcome Alfonso and Gail! 
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Flight of the Butterflies: 

Board Members Serve as Scientific Advisors for 3D IMAX Film 

This year, our own Lincoln Brower, Chip Taylor and Karen Oberhauser provided scientific support 

to the production team of the 3D IMAX film “Flight of the Butterflies”.  The film recounts the 

story of Fred and Norah Urquhart and their quest to find out where monarchs spend the winter. 

Don Davis served as Historic Consultant, having personally known the Urquharts for 40 years.  

The film includes spectacular scenes of the monarch life cycle, migration and the overwintering 

sites.  You can actually hear the monarch wings rustling as they fly about the Mexican forests!  
 

Visit the film’s website to watch a trailer and read all the details on the story, the production, 

reviews and much more. You will also find a list of theatres in the U.S. and Canada where the 

movie is playing: 
 

http://www.flightofthebutterflies.com/  
 

and don’t forget to visit the “Cast and Crew” link to read about our board members and their 

contribution to the film: 
 

http://www.flightofthebutterflies.com/cast-crew/ 

Thanks to your continued support and recurring donations we have raised $8,090 in 

GlobalGiving’s Open Challenge, raising our rank from Partner to Leader. This new ranking will 

raise our online profile and we are now eligible to be recommended to corporate partners and 

featured in GlobalGiving’s social media. Thanks to all 192 of you who liked us on Facebook for 

making this happen! We are currently $6,910 short of our final $15,000 goal so don’t forget to visit 

the GlobalGiving site to give a donation, get a gift card or add us to a registry: 
 

 http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/reforestation-monarch-butterfly-conservation-mexico/ 
 

GlobalGiving is a charity fundraising web site that gives social entrepreneurs and non-profits from anywhere 

in the world a chance to raise the money that they need to improve their communities. Since 2002, 

GlobalGiving has raised $78,240,434 from 308,829 donors who have supported 7,212 projects. 

MBF’s Website is Getting Revamped 
One of our goals for this coming year is to increase our online presence and participation in social 

media.  Our 185 fans who “liked” us on Facebook and 439 followers on Twitter greatly 

contributed to our success in raising funds on the GobalGiving site.  Thanks to all of you! Please 

continue spreading the word to help us increase our fan base.  
 

Coming this spring our followers will find a new and improved MBF website. We are including an 

easily accessible link for users to sign up for our mailing list to receive periodic updates and links to 

our newsletters when they come off the press.  Stay tuned!  

Join us Online 

GlobalGiving -We are Leaders! 

@ mbfmonarchs 

www.facebook.com/monarchbutterflyfund 

Don’t forget to visit our web site:  www.monarchconservation.org 

Photo: Karen Oberhauser 

Subsequently, migrating monarchs found very inhospitable conditions in a vast area of the central 

United States, with severe to extreme drought conditions, and very few nectar sources. Some 

flowering plants had already finished blooming when the monarchs arrived. On a more hopeful 

note, East coast monarchs appeared to fare better in some places.  
 

Monarchs reportedly arrived at the Mexican wintering sites almost two weeks later than usual and 

in smaller numbers. Data on the total area occupied will be released in spring 2013 by WWF 

Mexico and MBBR staff. Get the scoop on our Facebook page this spring. 

Fall 2012 Monarch Migration continued 

http://www.flightofthebutterflies.com/
http://www.flightofthebutterflies.com/cast-crew/
http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/reforestation-monarch-butterfly-conservation-mexico/
http://www.monarchconservation.org
http://twitter.com/#!/search/realtime/mbfmonarchs
http://www.facebook.com/monarchbutterflyfund
http://www.monarchconservation.org
http://www.facebook.com/monarchbutterflyfund
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MBF Supporters 
Over 240 individuals, schools and organizations donated funds to MBF allowing us to 

continue our monarch conservation work. Every single contribution is making a difference 

and we are deeply grateful. Just as monarchs depend on milkweed, flowers with nectar, 

and trees we depend on our generous donors. We want to give a special thanks to those 

who have contributed $100 or more in 2012. 

Coneflower ($500+) 

Photo:  Journey North © 

Frostweed ($10,000+) 

Gerald Axelbaum 

October Hill Foundation 

Gretchen Bell* 

Larry Crooks 

Eli Moreno 

Journey North 

Peter Walford 
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Provide roosting sites and protection  

to overwintering monarchs 

Oyamel ($50,000+) 

The only plants that monarch larvae can eat 
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 Milkweed ($20,000+) 

Crucial to migrating monarchs as  

they move south through Texas 

Late season composites that are often 

the last blooms left in northern prairies 

Aster ($5,000+) 

Blazing Star ($1,000+) 
An important nectar source  

during the fall migration 

Mid-summer blooms feed breeding monarchs 

Photo: Jeannine  Cavendar-Barres © 
None 

The 5th Grade Class  

    The College School, St. Louis, MO 

Mary Kennedy* 

Cooper Land 

Karen Oberhauser*   

None 

Candace Sarikonda* 

Susan and Henry Tausig 

Chip and Toni Taylor 

Rita Ulrich** 

Tom Uecker 

Meagan Wademan 

Photo:  Harlen Aschen © 

Important nectar sources for late summer 

breeding monarchs and early migrants 

Goldenrod ($100+) 

Anonymous 

Michael Achey 

John Alcock* 

Stan Andrist and Jan Nelson 

Betty F. Aridjis 

Sarah Babcock* 

Jon and Metta Belisle 

     St. Croix Valley Foundation 

Royce Bitzer* 

Goldenrod ($100+), continued 

*  Donation given through GlobalGiving 

** Recurring GlobalGiving donations 



MBF Mission: To foster the conservation of North American 

monarch butterflies and their migration through habitat restoration, 

research, monitoring, education and support for sustainable community 

development in and near the monarch overwintering areas in Mexico. 
 

MBF Vision: Healthy ecosystems and sustainable communities that 

preserve North American monarch butterflies and their spectacular 

migration in perpetuity. 

Healthy Ecosystems and Sustainable Communities  

to Preserve the Monarch Butterfly Migration 

Thank you for considering a gift to MBF 
 

MBF is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization and all donations 

are tax deductible to the full extent of the law 
 

Donations to MBF support reforestation, research that is directly related 

to monarch and monarch habitat conservation, and economic 

development activities in Mexico. Please consider donating today through 
our secure on-line site: 
  

www.monarchbutterflyfund.org 
  

or by sending a check to the following address: 
 

Monarch Butterfly Fund 

c/o Karen Oberhauser 

2078 Skillman Ave. W.  

Roseville MN 55113 
 

All donations will be acknowledged with a letter, and donations over $50 

will be acknowledged with a certificate, if requested. 
 

We also list donations larger than $100 in our newsletter. If you wish to 

remain anonymous please put a check mark here: ______ 

 

 

 
 

 
Make a direct contribution 

towards the conservation of  

the monarch butterfly! 
 

 

Dedications:   
 

  On behalf of   __   In honor of __   In memory of __   A gift to__  

  Send a dedication announcement __     

               For:  ________________________________________________     

         Address:  ________________________________________________ 
 

                        ________________________________________________ 
 

 Employer Match - Name of company: ____________________________  

     Your name: ________________________________________________ 

  Your address: ________________________________________________ 

                       ________________________________________________ 

            Phone: ________________________________________________  
 

In the future I would like to receive newsletters by email  

E-mail address: ________________________________________________ 

$50: Supports the attendance of two 

guides at environmental education 

workshops. These guides will lead eco

-tourists into the delicate wonders of 

the Butterfly Reserve. Our goal for 

next year is to train at least 200 new 

resident-guides, providing them with 

the requ is i te  sk i l l s  and  an 

understanding of the biology and 

environmental needs of monarchs.    

 
$100: Plants 100 new trees in the 

monarchs’ threatened forest areas, 

which includes seed collection, raising 

the young seedlings, and the 

distribution and planting of the 

seedlings. Our goal is to plant high 

quality seedlings in a community-led 

process to help restore critical over-

winter habitats for monarch 

butterflies.   

 
$750: Pays for one month of 

professional staff services of trained 

personnel who ensure that relevant 
expertise is available to community 

and private landowners working to 

restore their property to viable 

monarch locations. 


