
Monarchs on the Rebound – Hopefully! 

MBF Board member Chip Taylor, Director of Monarch Watch, reviewed 

temperatures and milkweed conditions in Texas in May 2014 and predicted a 

“modest increase” in the monarch population for this winter. We were not 

disappointed! The results of July 1st (Canada) and July 4th (U.S.A.) butterfly 

counts clearly indicated that the monarch population was increasing and greater 

than 2013. Weather and temperature conditions in the northern breeding area 

remained favorable for reproduction. As the fall migration commenced, reports 

of roosting monarchs, almost 

absent last year, were reported to 

Journey North from southern 

Canada and the northern United 

States. Some clusters contained 

over 2,000 individuals. Migration 

through the United States was 

delayed due to southerly winds and 

cool temperatures, but as the 

migration funneled through Texas 

in mid-October, counts and reports 

submitted by observers again confirmed that numbers were greater than last fall.  

Journey North issued a special report on October 30th that migrating monarchs 

were arriving in the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve. This was a welcomed 

sight for local residents.  In 2013, for the first time ever, their arrival came a few 

days after Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). 

Board member Dr. Lincoln Brower reported that the monarchs are arriving about 

three weeks late to Cerro Pelón. At Sierra Chincua, board member Dr. Isabel 

Ramirez found ten trees covered with monarchs on November 24. Last year, only 

five trees were covered. While the numbers are still low, there is an 

improvement. 

As for the number of monarchs wintering in Mexico, a measure of the number of 

hectares of trees covered with wintering monarchs will give us the most accurate 

estimate of the growth or decline of the eastern population.  We will be waiting 

for the release of those data by March 2015. 

Photo by Felipe Martinez Meza and Journey North 
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Reforestation – A Key Goal 

To help achieve our mission to sustain the remarkable migration of monarchs, 

our Mexican collaborator Pablo Jaramillo López has provided MBF with a 

local presence near the overwintering colonies. Pablo has just reported on 

several important activities. A total 

of 34,347 trees have been planted at 

16 different sites. We reimbursed the 

local planters for their efforts in 

ways important to their local 

communities. Financial 

compensation for their labor was 

used to purchase school supplies and 

materials for their gardens, build 

cisterns and install a water 

distribution system. “In kind” 

compensation is important because it provides an incentive to engage in the 

community reforestation, with further benefits received on the completion of 

the planting. In addition, two local communities have helped foster natural 

regeneration of trees on 20 hectares. Natural 

regeneration is important because it helps 

the forest recover with the appropriate 

species of trees with the right genetic 

background for each site, planted at the 

correct elevation. Local residents have 

cleared the understory for fir seedlings to 

survive, prevented cattle from grazing in the 

regeneration areas and provided surveillance 

to prevent illegal logging. In support of the latter objective, residents have built 

a hut for monitoring these lands. 

Pablo reported other activities as well. He served as a guide for Kalen Emsley 

from the Canadian clothing company “tentree”. Tentree provided financial 

support for our 2014 reforestation projects. Kalen traveled to Mexico to 

observe one reforestation project and even planted some trees! Kalen was  

impressed with Pablo’s work in 

organizing and coordinating our 

reforestation projects. Pablo also 

worked with a film crew for footage 

of our reforestation efforts. Finally, 

Pablo sent us photos of the clusters 

forming in the overwintering colony 

on Sierra Chincua (see the associated 

photos). All of these efforts are 

supported directly by the donations 

received by MBF. 

Did you know? 

 

In Mexico, monarchs are 

measured in hectares 

 

How large is a hectare? 

A hectare is 2 ½ acres 

 

An acre is one American 

football field (between 

the goal ines) 

 

There are about 20 

million monarchs in one 

acre 

 

That’s about 50 million 

monarchs per hectare 

 

When monarchs arrive 

in the sanctuaries, they 

are dispersed over a 

wide area 

 

As winter comes and the 

temperatures drop, the 

monarchs condense into 

tight clusters 

 

The official 

overwintering count is 

held at the end of 

December when the 

monarchs are the most 

compact in the trees 



Ecotourism and School Children Workshops  

After a year of monitoring of migratory monarchs in North Mexico last 

year, Eneida Montesinos came back to continue with the traditional 

MBF eco-tourism workshops for guides and monarch biology for local 

students in the region. Eneida coordinated the workshops with World 

Wildlife Fund (WWF) to recruit participants and organize the logistics 

to carry out the workshops.  

Between September 27th and October 28th of 2014, Eneida conducted 

six workshops for local communities and three workshops for schools. 

The communities that participated belong to the sanctuaries Piedra 

Herrada, El Rosario, Cerro Pelon, and Sierra Chincua. Participation 

included 154 guides and 134 students from first grade to high school. 

Participants learn basic monarch biology and the cultural importance of monarchs, as 

well as information on the part of the monarch annual life cycle, focusing on the 

amazing migratory trip and overwintering. This year Eneida also included different 

activities and as well as skills that will help the students become tour 

guides. Workshops for school children included information on 

monarch’s life cycle and handcrafts.    

In addition, two workshops focused on the monitoring of monarchs. 

Guides from Piedra Herrada requested a training workshop for 

monitoring the arrival of monarchs and overwintering colonies. The 

staff from the Natural Resources and Management Department of the 

Natural Protected Areas of Tamaulipas participated in a workshop for 

the monitoring of monarch migration in Tamaulipas. 

MBF also supported Tomas Bautista, a monarch monitor and 

coordinator of the organization “Alas y Calacas” (Wings and Skulls) 

which gives talks to high school students about monarchs in the first Monarch 

Festival in the community of Atlautla, State of Mexico. 

For 2014, Eneida Montesinos summarized 

the lesson manual used in past workshops. It 

is “Field Notebook of Monarch Biology and 

Conservation,” a small book that guides can 

take to the overwintering colonies while 

guiding tourists. It has the most important 

information about biology, migration and 

overwintering of monarchs. 

We are  very thankful to Eduardo Rendón, 

Pablo Angeles and Adelina Fajardo from 

WWF for their help coordinating the 

workshops and to Alejandra Hernandez and 

Luis Miguel Hernandez who helped with 

logistics and training.  

Since 2006 MBF has provided 43 workshops 

for 2,136 participants. 

Put anythg yo 

want here 
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Healthy Ecosystems and Sustainable Communities  
to Preserve the Monarch Butterfly Migration 

Thank you for considering a gift to MBF 
 

MBF is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization and all donations 
are tax deductible to the full extent of the law 

 
Donations to MBF support reforestation, research that is directly related 
to monarch and monarch habitat conservation, and economic 
development activities in Mexico. Please consider donating today through 
our secure on-line site: 
  

www.monarchbutterflyfund.org 
  

or by sending a check to the following address: 
 

Monarch Butterfly Fund 
c/o Karen Oberhauser 
2078 Skillman Ave. W.  
Roseville MN 55113 

 
All donations will be acknowledged with a letter, and donations over $50 
will be acknowledged with a certificate, if requested. 
 
We also list donations larger than $100 in our newsletter. If you wish to 
remain anonymous please put a check mark here: ______ 

 
 

 
 

 

Make a direct contribution 

towards the conservation of  

the monarch butterfly!  
 
 

Dedications:   
 
  On behalf of   __   In honor of __   In memory of __   A gift to__  
  Send a dedication announcement __     
               For:  ________________________________________________     
         Address:  ________________________________________________  
                        ________________________________________________ 
 
 Employer Match  - Name of company: ____________________________  
     Your name: ________________________________________________ 
  Your address: ________________________________________________ 
                       ________________________________________________ 
            Phone: ________________________________________________   
In the future I would like to receive newsletters by email  
E-mail address: ________________________________________________ 

$50: Supports the attendance of two 
guides at environmental education 
workshops. These guides will lead eco
-tourists into the delicate wonders of 
the Butterfly Reserve. Our goal for 
next year is to train at least 200 new 
resident-guides, providing them with 
the requ is i te  sk i l l s  and an 
understanding of the biology and 
environmental needs of monarchs.    

 
$100: Plants 100 new trees in the 
monarchs’ threatened forest areas, 
which includes seed collection, raising 
the young seedlings, and the 
distribution and planting of the 
seedlings. Our goal is to plant high 
quality seedlings in a community-led 
process to help restore critical over-
winter habitats for monarch 
butterflies.   

 
$750:  Pays for one month of 
professional staff services of trained 
personnel who ensure that relevant 
expertise is available to community 
and private landowners working to 
restore their property to viable 
monarch locations. 

monarch butterflies and their migration through habitat restoration, 

To foster the conservation of North American 

research, monitoring, education and support for sustainable community 

development in and near the monarch overwintering areas in Mexico.

Healthy ecosystems and sustainable communities that 

preserve North American monarch butterflies and their spectacular 

MBF Mission: 

 

MBF Vision: 

migration in perpetuity.  
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