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Journey North
By: Elizabeth Howard 

The cold spring in the mid-continent has continued to stall the migration. The 

leading edge is still stuck near the northern Oklahoma border, where it has been 

for almost a month! This spring’s milkweed is still hundreds of miles south of 

where it was emerging last spring at this time. 

Monarchs traveling in the Atlantic states advanced dramatically this week. The 

leading edge jumped 300 miles, from central North Carolina to southern New 

Jersey. The NJ monarch would have flown 2,300 miles from Mexico, but only 

800 miles from Florida. 

The monarchs of the overwintering generation have only a few weeks left to live. 

The worn-winged butterflies are no longer their brilliant orange, and most will 

have died by the first of May. Meanwhile, a new generation of monarchs is 

beginning to emerge. On fresh wings, these butterflies will complete the spring 

migration. 

The first sighting of a fresh-winged monarch was reported this week in 

Montgomery, Texas. 

Central flyway

Atlantic flyway



Sightings in Mexico

April 3, Ecapetec, Mexico State 

Female monarch butterfly perched 

on Asclepias physocarpa in Cañada 

del Ehecatl. 5:35 pm 

Guardians of the Ehecatl 

April 3, Piedra Blanca, Guanajuato 

Two monarchs feeding on a purple 

flower in the locality Las Moras 

municipality of Tierra Blanca in the 

northeast of Guanajuato. 

Edgar Pedro Méndez V. 

April 3, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

A butterfly observed at 12:40 in the Tolteca park, municipality of Guadalupe N.L. 

Juan Pablo Fimbres 

April 3, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

Today I had four sightings in Rio La Silla Park in Monterrey, from 10:30 am to 

4:00 pm. 

Julio Moreno 

April 3, Gómez Farías, Tamaulipas 

I report that the two caterpillars have already left 

the Asclepias and are looking to become a chrysalis. 

11:30 am 

Daniel Reyes 

April 3, Guanajuato -  Mexico State 

Five monarch butterflies flying from south to north in a stretch of 

approximately two kilometers, crossing Maravatío-Atlacomulco highway, 5:31 

pm 

Rafael Carreño Fuentes 



April 7, Cd. Victoria, Tamulipas 

Two butterflies flying  at  Tamatán Zoo, it is 10:52 hours, sunny. 

Pedro González Cosío 

April 7, Ciudad Valles, San  Luis Potosí 

A monarch perched on the ground near waterfalls of Micos in Cd. Valles S.L.P. 

At 13:28 hours 

Jorge Mauricio Sánchez López 

April 7, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon 

At 2:50 pm, I spotted a couple of monarchs perched on a shrub at the Monclova 

road at the Nononon ranch in the municipality of Mina N.L. 

Brenda Sánchez 

April 7, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon 

Today I found in my garden the first 

monarch's cristallida. As I had already 

reported on March 16, I had seen a 

butterfly flying from some Asclepias to 

others in my garden, and it was a very 

good time, I think see was laying its 

eggs. Although I did not see the 

caterpillars, to my surprise, today I saw 

this beautiful chrysalis while watering 

my plants. 

Maria Elena 

April 7, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

Today there were two monarch sightings in Rio La Silla Park, one butterfly at 

2:28 pm and another at 2:58 p.m. 

Julio Moreno 

April 5, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

Today we only observe a monarch from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Rio La Silla 

Park. 

Julio Moreno 



April 8, Contepec, Michoacan 

I share the report of Mrs. Fabiola Ruiz of thousands of monarch butterflies on 

March 18, says that there were so many that darkened the sky for about three 

minutes at the road junction near Venta de Bravo towards Contepec. 

A moment ago, 2:56 pm, Alejandra Gálvez reports a monarch in the area near 

the hacienda Cantalagua in the same direction as Contepec. 

María Yaotzatzic 

April 9, Cd. Victoria Tamaulipas 

On our way back from looking for caterpillars and chrysalises in the garden of 

Asclepias at the  Surval Educational Center we found a beautiful chrysalis and 

another butterfly that was dead. 

Sandra Acosta 

April 9, Monterrey, Nuevo León 

We found two chryisalis at our garden in the Colonia Villa de las Fuentes. 

Paola Hernández 

April 9, San Nicolás de los Garza, Nuevo Leon 

We found of a dead caterpillar, possibly parasitized by tachinid fly at the 

Anáhuac American School. 

Fina RT 

April 9, Cd. Victoria, Tamaulipas 

Today in the morning at 8:45 we found this monarch perched on the ground, she 

looked hurt and had difficulty flying. 

Norma Lilia Xavier Quintana 

9 de abril, Chihuahua, Chihuahua 

Yesterday, April 8, Elia Nava Barragán observed a monarch flying over a small 

forest of Sauces, in the city of Chihuahua (Col. University farms) 28 ° 34.726'N- 

106 ° 6.311'W, 



which stopped for a moment in one of these individuals, but it was impossible to 

take the photograph. The environmental conditions that were presented at the 

time of observation: sunny and hot 28 ° C approx., clear sky, time of registration: 

14:30 hours. 

Paul Nava 

April 10, Cd. Victoria, Tamaulipas 

A dead monarch, female with battered and discolored wings. My students found 

it in the garden of the Surval Educational Center. Cloudy day with light rain 19 ° 

C 

Sandra Acosta 

April 10, San Nicolás de los Garza, Nuevo Leon 

Caterpillar feeding on A. curassavica in the garden of the Anáhuac American 

School in Monterrey. 

Fina R.T. 

April 10, Gómez Farías, Tamaulipas 

The caterpillar of my garden has already appeared, under the leaf of another 

plant different from the Asclepia in which it grew. 

Daniel Reyes 

April 10, San Luis de la Paz, Guanajuato 

Three monarchs with very deteriorated 

wings photographed by the monitor 

Alejandro Zubieta in El Realito, 

municipality of San Luis de la Paz Gto. 

María Eugenia Mendiola 

March 11, Saltillo, Coah 

Today I observed 5 monarchs perched in ash and huizache in El Caballo stream, 

municipality of Acuña, Coah. Although it was noon (12.30 am) 

April 10, Saltillo, Coahuila 

In a span of 20 minutes I observed 5 monarchs in low flight, four very worn and 

one very new, it was 11:45 and I was in the stream La Zorra in the municipality of 

Acuña Coah. 

Carlos Enrique Carrera Treviño 



a strong wind prevailed and they 

protected themselves in the trees. 

Carlos E. Carrera Treviño 

April 12, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon 

I just saw a monarch flying (1:00 PM) along the La Silla River near the Rincón del 

Contry neighborhood. 

Adriana Nelly Correa 

April 12, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

A caterpillar (5th stage) feeding on an A. 

curassavica in Rio La Silla Park. 16:20 hours 

Juan Pablo Fimbres 

April 14, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

On April 12 and 14, three monarch sightings in Rio La Silla Park, from 10:30 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. 

Julio Moreno 

April 14, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon 

A monarch butterfly sighting yesterday at Colonia Contry at 7:00 p.m. 

Alida Madero 

April 16, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

Today, two individuals were observed flying between 4:00 pm and 5:00 pm in 

the Rio La Silla Park, Col. Cortijo del Río. 

Juan Pablo Fimbres 

April 17, Acámbaro, Guanajuato 

Passage of a monarch butterfly heading north at 2:42 pm in the Community of 

Parácuaro, appears to be newborn by color and appearance. 

Gilberto Ruiz 



As of March 23, 2018, the municipality of Celaya, Guanajuato became the 6th. 

municipal government that will be participating in the initiative. Its mayor Mr. 

Ramón Ignacio Lemus Muñoz Ledo signed the pledge to  to carry out 8 actions to 

help the monarch butterfly. 

Among the actions to be carried out, is to make a communication campaign to 

encourage citizens to make gardens for pollinators, organize a festival, and 

publish their list of native tree species and plants that are used in the 

municipality. 

A new municipality in Mexico will participate in the initiative 

"Mayor´s  Monarch Pledge" 

We thank the support and collaboration of the Monarch Butterfly 

Fund to help us with funds to promote the initiative "Mayor´s Monarch 

Pledge" in Mexico

Recent News 



The global warming can turn the favorite food of Monarchs into 

poison 

Source:  Phys.org

Remember that the milkweeds where the monarch lay their eggs, contain 

chemicals known as carbohydrate glycosides that butterflies incorporate into 

their bodies when the larvae feed on the leaves of these plants, and that allows 

them to become toxic to protect themselves from their predators. However, the 

monarchs have preference for those milkweed species that have an average 

amount of carbohydrate glycosides, with less amount would not serve to 

protect and with more could lead to problems such as poisoning of larvae, larval 

growth retardation and Butterflies with the length of their wings diminished. 

Researchers at the University of Louisiana have discovered a new relationship 

between climate change, monarch butterflies and milkweed plants. It turns out 

that heating temperatures not only affect the monarch (Danaus plexippus) 

directly, but also affect it by potentially converting your favorite plant food into 

a poison. But how could that happen? 

Learning more 

Now, one of the most popular species of 

milkweed and also used by the monarch to lay 

their eggs, is known as tropical milkweed 

(Asclepias curassavica), this species has a level of 

carbohydrate glucosides just at the point of 

going to the limit of amount that can be 

considered as high, and that makes it very 

preferred by monarch butterflies. In the United 

States this species is not native, and nevertheless 

its use has been popularized mainly in the south 

of this country.

Adult monarch feeding in tropical 

milkweed. Photo: Jeronimo Chavez



So, this invites us to ask several questions: 

• In the United States should they avoid the use of Asclepias curassavica and 

continue promoting the native species? 

• In Mexico where it is native in some regions or states, could the effect of 

climate change have something similar happen? How and if should we not use 

Asclepias curassavica in our gardens? 

If you like to read the complete articles you can visit the follow links: 

Article in Phys.org: 

https://phys.org/news/2018-04-global-monarch-butterflies-favorite- 

food.html#jCp  

Scientific publication: 

https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ecy.2198 

The researchers did some laboratory experiments in which tropical milkweeds 

were subjected to the high temperatures that are expected in Louisiana with 

global warming, and this caused the milkweeds to increase their level of 

carbohydrate glycosides, causing negative effects on monarch butterflies. that 

we have commented. 

https://phys.org/news/2018-04-global-monarch-butterflies-favorite-food.html#jCp
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