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Journey North 
Source: Journey North 

In these two weeks that we did not write bulletin, monarch butterflies did a 

strong advance and dispersion, the hibernant population that occupied this 

winter 2.48 hectares of forest in Mexico now have been distributed in about 450 

million hectares in the United States and part of Canada. 

The Monarchs are coming to their breeding area early so it is possible that several 

generations will emerge this summer, increasing the number of butterflies that 

will return to Mexico next fall.Multiple reports were received from Vermont, 

New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Connecticut, South and North Dakota, 

Minnesota, Massachusetts, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin; and from Winnipeg, 

Manitoba and Ontario in Canada. 

Our earliest-ever arrival in Nova Scotia was reported on May 18th, nectaring on 

dandelions. “It was flying around flower to flower - beautiful,” reported Krista 

Welsh from Pleasantville. In a typical year, monarchs are so few and far between 

in the spring that they are not reported in Nova Scotia until June - or even July, 

when the population has built up to detectable levels. This unusually early arrival 

means monarchs are keeping pace with last spring’s unusually early migration in 

the east. Our prediction for a robust summer population in the eastern region 

holds. 

Fast advance to the north

The first for Nevo Scotia in Canada

"It was flying around flower to flower - 

beautiful.", says Krista 

Welsh of  Pleasantville, Nova Scotia 



Reports to Correo Real 

May 10, Atlautla, Estado de Mexico 

Atlautla State of Mexico, we found the granddaughters of the migrants, it is 

already the second generation since the hibernation ended, that we consider 

space-time. 

Tomás Bautista 

May 10, Acambaro, Guanajuato 

Monarch butterfly emerged today took approximately 12 days and 23.5 hours, 

was a male of 11.5 cm in span was released around 5 pm and flew in circles 

around a tree then perched on it. This is in the El Lince nursery in the Sierra de 

los Agustinos Guanajuato. 

Gilberto Ruiz 

May 11, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

Sighting of 2 monarchs in Rio la Silla Park today at 1:34 pm and 2:40 p.m. 

May 12, Escobedo, Nuevo Leon 

Sighting of one monarch in Rio la Silla Park today at 1:45 p.m. 

Julio Moreno 

May 13, Acambaro, Guanajuato. 

Monarch Butterfly, Female, born today in Garden for Monarch Pollinators 

September 16 Acámbaro Guanajuato, at 12:00 hours, waiting to be released. 

Oscar Alejandro Morales 

May 10, Escobedo, Nuevo León 

Sighting of three monarchs in the Rio La Silla Park in Monterrey N.L. at 13:45, 

14:12 and 14:37 hours. 

Julio Moreno 



May 13, Acambaro, Guanajuato. 

Today around 11 am, 2 new monarchs came out of their chrysalis in the Sierra 

de los Agustinos, a male of 13 days 12.5 hours, wingspan of 11 cm, a female of 12 

days 21 hours, wingspan 12 centimeters. Released in Sierra de los Agustinos at 5 

pm and 5:05 pm respectively, even with a difference of 5 minutes, they flew to 

the same tree and perched less than 1 meter away. 

Gilberto Ruiz 

 May 13, Acambaro, Guanajuato. 

Checking my garden I found a beautiful chrysalis, from when it is I do not 

know, but I will be watching to see what and when it emerges. Also a female 

Monarch was born today, she was released, after warming wings, she flew in 

circles to gain height and then head north. Follow the reproduction of Monarch 

Butterfly in the Garden for Monarch Pollinators "September 16", 8 Caterpillars 

in the first stage. 

Oscar Alejandro Morales 

May 14, Ecatepec, Estado de Mexico. 

Here in Ecatepec we still have caterpillars and butterflies that are already 

residents, Greetings friends. 

Guardians of the Ehecatl 

May 14, Sierra de los Agustinos, Guanajuato. 

Today, the last butterfly that has been registered in this area emerged from its 

chrysalis, it took approximately 13 days and 22 hours to leave. She was released 

at 3:15 p.m. today. It was a male whose wingspan was 12.4 centimeters. 

Gilberto Ruiz 

May 17, Cd. Victoria, Tamaulipas 

Today I saw a monarch butterfly in 

the center of the city at 7 pm. In the 

garden of a house, I had days 

without seeing monarchs. 

Pedro Cosio - Tamatan Zoo 



May 19, Acámbaro, Guanajuato. 

Today at 17:37 I found a fighter monarch feeding on flowers of Asclepias 

curassavica, showing damage in its upper right wing.Garden for Monarch 

Pollinators "September 16", 28 degrees temperature and mild wind. 

Oscar Alejandro Morales 

May 23, Cd. Victoria, Tamulipas. 

I would like to report that I found monarch larvae in Cd. Victoria Tamaulipas, 

observed its development and metamorphosis (everything is documented in 

photos and videos) and even managed to observe how some of the larvae were 

parasitized. 

Only one caterpillar could complete its metamorphosis, a male who was released 

on May 21.The larvae were found in the urban forest of the community, in 

Asclepias plants and only 3 specimens were found in total (it is speculated that 

there were more larvae which died from being parasitized). I would like to 

provide all the details of my experience if it is useful. Thank you. 

Miriam Elisa Lucio Martínez. 

May 25, Acámbaro, Guanajuato. 

Main Garden of the city, a Monarch butterfly flying, 8:45 hours, temperature of 

22 degrees, without wind.Garden for Monarch Pollinators "September 16", two 

Monarch butterfly pupa, 7:00 hours. 

Oscar Alejandro Morales 



May 18, 2018 we were cleaning in the garden of pollinators of the Gral. Lic. Aarón 

Sáenz Garza Green School of Gómez Farías Tamaulipas, we removed forest, loosen 

the land and sow plants; preparing our garden for the National Colloquium of 

Environmental Education which is one of the activities on the 23rd that will be 

held in the facilities of our secondary school; During the development of the 

activities the student Melanny Estefanía Reyes Berrones who belongs to the 

team of Green School in Design the Change Mexico identified three caterpillars of 

monarch butterfly in the asclepias of the pollinator garden "Un Rinconcito en el 

Cielo" registered in Monarch Joint Venture success stories With great enthusiasm 

she informed us what he discovered and mentioned - "you see that if I pay 

attention to monarch butterfly themes, I already identify three". 

Prof. Daniel Reyes 

Activities in the School Pollinator Gardens 

Goméz Farías, Tamaulipas

Agradecemos al apoyo  y colaboración con el Monarch Butterfly Fund 

para continuar promoviendo la iniciativa "Mi Municipio con la 

Monarca" en México

Last news 



Salinas Victoria, Nuevo León 

On May 22, students of Technical High 

School 115 of Salinas Victoria N.L. They 

checked their garden of Asclepias hoping to 

find caterpillars or pupae, but ... They had 

no luck. 

Profra. Dioscelina 

Saltillo, Coahuila -  "Starting the garden of Pollinators" 

On August 19 we were invited by the teacher Cecilia Sangarza to the Colegio de 

Bachilleres "Francisco Ealy Ortiz" of the city of Saltillo to help her plan a garden 

of pollinators on that campus. 

After touring the site to find a sunny 

place, protected against the wind and 

close to a water intake we decided the 

place, where there were three buried 

tires, we checked them and found in 

one of them a chrysanthemum plant 

that had resisted the winter snow, we 

clean it of dry grass, in the other two 

tires we sow a lavender plant and 

another of rosemary taking advantage 

of the good soil they had. Then we 

talked about the plants that could be 

used and the future design of the 

garden. I do not doubt that with the 

enthusiasm of the teacher Cecilia and 

the one in charge of the club of Ecology 

in the future it will be a beautiful 

garden. 



During the month of April, the municipality of San Luis Potosí was very active 

performing various actions in favor of the monarch butterfly, we share them as 

follows: 

1.- They invited gardening groups, local and foreign 

nurseries to produce and participate in a fair of the 

flowers, through which they sold and / or donated 

species producing nectar, likewise they supported us by 

informing the public of the benefits when acquiring 

these plants. (Food and source of rest for the Monarch 

Butterfly during its journey). 30 commercial positions 

dedicated to the sale of plants participated.

2.- On April 27 they held the event called 

"Drawing the Monarch Butterfly" contest 

where 40 children from Preschool and 

Primary participated. 

3.- The celebration of "Earth Day", was held with a 

 reforestation of large dimensions of different species 

such as pine theocote, pine, cedars, oaks, sweet stick, 

Italian cypress, and milkweed in different areas of 

the city, a total of 2000 plants were planted 

Actions of the Municipality of San Luis Potosí, S.L.P. in favor of the 

monarch butterfly 

4.-They gave 65 talks, 25 workshops and 5 

conferences alluding to the care of the butterfly, 

as well as the importance of planting gardens for 

pollinators that allow their conservation, they 

providing information abput the Mayor´s 

Monarch Pledge.A total of  3,028 people 

participated in these activities. 



Workshop "Integration of Social Monitoring of the Monarch 

Butterfly for the Conservation of its Migration in Mexico"

Last Friday, August 25 was held in the city of Guanajuato, Guanajuato. the 

meeting-workshop "Integration of Social Monitoring of the Monarch Butterfly 

for the Conservation of its Migration in Mexico" convened by Ecosistemica A.C. 

and WWF Mexico.

The event was attended by the representatives of the monitoring networks of 

PROFAUNA A.C.- Programa Correo Real, Parque Ecológico Chipinque ABP, 

State Government of Tamaulipas, Juarez University of the State of Durango, 

State Government of Guanajuato and Autonomous University of Querétaro, as 

well as personnel of the CONANP and the Mexican Fund for the Conservation 

of Nature A.C. 

The event had three main objectives: 

1. Sociabilize the results obtained in the integration and systematization of the 

monitoring databases of the Monarch butterfly. 

2. Analyze the existence of migration patterns, important sites for 

conservation and information gaps. 

3. Generate agreements on the use / analysis of the baseline and monarch 

butterfly registration forms in Mexico. 

At the end, we obtained relevant results that we will soon begin to share and 

that will add to the collaborative work that is being carried out in Mexico for 

the knowledge and conservation of the migratory route of the monarch 

butterfly. 



correoreal@profauna.org.mx 

Programa Correo Real - 

Mariposa Monarca 


