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Board of Directors A Different Tourist Season at the Monarch Reserve
Dr. Alfonso Alonso November 10" was a very special day at the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve (MBBR). The
Donald Davis year 2020 celebrates the twentieth anniversary of the expansidgheoMBBR to 56,259 hectares
=i erere and the establishment of an innovative conservation plan (the Monarch Butterfly Conservation
Gail Morris Fund, also known as the Monarch Fund) to pay local communities for environmental services

provided by the forests where the monarchs overwinter. This was the culmination of efforts from
government authorities, communities, and Aorofits. At that time, MBF had not yet been
established, but several of our board members and collaborators actively participated and
supported this initiative. More details on how this new Reserve and payment mechanism were
astahlished can be found fattps://tinyurl.com/y3w3agjT here is alsan article on page two of

dvi this newsletter describing a documentary currently being developed to commemorate the Fund.
Advisers While a festive celebration of this event has been postponed due to the C&Ndpandemic,

Dr. Ek del Val de Gortari activities at the Reserve continued with som
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Monarchs started to arrive in late October and were seen in large groups flying around the
sanctuaries and feeding in neighboring agricultural fields. Bjowigimber colonies were already
Forestry Consultant established, and on the last weekend of November, Sierra Chincua and El Rosario sanctuaries
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Cluster of monarchs at C. Morales

Fewer tourists are expected this season and activities will be more organized. Throughout
October, personnel from the Health and Touri
Directorship, trained the different groups that guide visitors to avoid spreading C&@\9D0On
addition to the general health regulations (maskaring, handanitizing and physical distancing),
this year small children and the elderly will not be allowed to enter. Large groups and buses will
only be allowed access with an appointment and during the week. Weekends will be reserved
for small groups and families.
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Monitoring in the West

MBF and all the partners whose research and conservation activities we support will be observing
W] NI CIWEIRAVETORZESE  how this overwintering season develops and the impact a reduced number of tourists will have
VIRV RE RN on the monarchs. [ 4

MBF Zoom Presentation 5 Alternare Plants More Than 21,000 Trees in 2020!

Online subscriptions 4 With support from MBF, Alternare worked with nine indigenous communities to refog%6

GlobalGiving 5 hectares with 21,04@ines, oaks, birches, oyamels andashsi n t he MBBRG&s buf f
Around 500 women, men and children participated, averaging 25 people per reforestation effort

WIS VISSTOIARIENIIERIIN due to the physical distancing requirements necessary to comply with the CQYIEandemic

e restrictions.The seedlings were grown and maintained in 21 school nurseries and others were

e raised in seven community nurseriesodtltree nurseries were maintained by the teachers and

flheus Alrbecermarne s team due to school closures for

habitat conservation page of our websiteldtps://tinyurl.com/y6edrzhp *



https://tinyurl.com/y3w3agj5
https://monarchconservation.org/
http://twitter.com/#!/search/realtime/mbfmonarchs
http://www.facebook.com/monarchbutterflyfund
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Monarch Butterfly Fund

More Than 21,000 Trees, cont.
Our ongoing monitoring strategy to evaluate survival rates in our reforestati@ssshown good
results. Three evaluations of the reforestations during 22004, 20152017 and 2018 were
carried out. Survival rates for the three periods were 77.41%, 85% and 70.8% respectively. Survival
rates have been quite steady but were | ower i

Photos:Alternare

Children from José Maria Morelos Elementary School planting trees *

Awar ds Among Alternareds 2

Despite the challenges of the COVI® pandemic, Alternare was able to conduct 41 conservation
workshops! Topics included the production of organic fertilizer, vegetables, and forest trees, as well
as solid waste management and the construction oféffadient stoves, cisterns, and dry latrines. A
total of 277 women and 36 men participated building 11 rainwater capturing cisterns, 12 fuel
efficient stoves and five latrines in 11 ejidos and six indigenous communities.

Additionally, 14 environmental education sessions about the importance of the monarch butterfly,
taking care of the forest, soil, and water, were held in schools that Alternare worked with before
they closed due to the pandemic.

Last, but not least, during this year, Alternare was awarded three prizes from Fundacion Compartir,
Fundacion Luis Elizondo and the Interamerican Development Bank to acknowledge their excellent
work and the extraordinary achievement for conservation and sustainable development in and near
the Monarch Reserve. You can also be part of this successful partnership by supporting Alternare

through MBF®&s Ghitpsb/EnyuGtiom/nlecvaOn page at
T . ood f’ 3 "
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Natural Resource Analyses Workshop Food preparation with vegetables workshop  Organic fertilizer production workshop r

Monarch Fund Documentary

Established in Mexico in the year 2000 by severatparits with private funds and donations from

the Mexican federal and state governments, the Monarch Fund for the Conservation of the
Monarch Butterfly, has been successfully operating with the support of local communities who own
the forest. This year, the Fund is celebrating 20 years of work in the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere
Reserve (MBBR), conserving the forest and supporting environmental services in the core zone of
the protected area.

With funding from MBF, Fondo Mexicano para la Conservacion de la Naturales (FMCN), and the
u. S. Forest Service, a documentary titled oM
was begun. The documentary will show the how the Monarch Fund was established through
interviews with the people involved in its development and those who currently operate it. In
addition to providing a historical perspective, the film recognizes the effort and commitment shown
by the government authorities, neprofits and communities that own the forests. These diverse
groups are working together to establish a permanent conservation mechanigning payments

for environment al services, thus decreasing i
core zone. MBF is looking forward to the finished documentary and will share with all of you when

it is done! *



https://tinyurl.com/nlc7a9n

Issue XX1

Beyond the Mexico Book Project
The Environmental Alliance of Georgia (EEA) is making progress with their book project with
help of Journey Northds Estela Romero. Wi
week or every other week, teachers meet with students at the school to collect homework,
exams, and answer questions. Taking advantage of this opportunity, Estela is making plans t
her lessons to students and meet with small groups in open areas in the communities. Teach
parents from Sierra Chincua, El Rosario, and Macheros (near Cerro Pelon) enthusiastically re
Estela. At the writing of this newsletter, she has already begun her lessons. She is writing abd
experiences on her Journey North blog lattps://symbolicmigration.orgMBF provided the funds '
to purchase the materials for the lessons, which cover topics such as the benefits of trees andit &
importance of conserving forests.

Photo:s Estela Romero

Books purchased with MBF Funds *

Monarch Network
Red MonarcgMonarch Network- www.redmonarca.orgcontinues updating its digital platforms
including the Geographic Information System and the Documentation Center. MBF is an acti
partner and supporter of this work. Activities, maps, scientific papers, and student theses hav
been uploaded, including the |l atest infor

One of these partnersAmbiente Cielo Rojoc ont i nues wor ki ng on t
communication project. During the past year, they have been working on a documentary titled
"Maize Guardians: A Struggle for Food Security" which will be broadcast to the general publid
well as local farmers, who are the major players in the conservation of the region's natural
heritage.

The documentary is expected to be completed by Spring of 2021. By promoting, motivating,
highlighting the importance of the work of farmers in maintaining the production of Creole ma
it will contribute to the concopgrowiny sysiem used i
Mexico. As part of this project five video capsules (in Spanish with English subtitles) have beg
developed and can be viewedhitps://redmonarca.orq/capsulas=cieIorojo/ *

Assisted Migration 8 Thinking of the Future
Dr. Cuauhtémoc SaerRomerq his colleagues and students continue their Mited
experiments of reciprocal transplants of oyam&bies religiosseedlings at contrasting altitudes.
Having found that when seeds are transferred to warmer sites, oyamel tree mortality is highe
they are continuing their researdhrough experiments geared towards gaining more informatio
that will scientifically support establishing altitudinal limits for monarch butterfly overwintering
in the future. In the coming year, they will continue with the assisted migration and field and
common garden transplant experiments to see what effect obtaining oyamel seedlings,from
different origins and planting them at different altitudes makes. Additionally, experimerits on
whether seedling survival and growth is best under shade will help improve reforestatign. The
overall goal is to help optimize reforestation strategies as well as determine the viability of ass
migration to compensate for climate change, with the goal of establishing human assnsied mo
butterfly overwmterlng sites for climate change scenarios in 2060 or 2090.
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High altitude (3400 m) at Llano Grande  Intermediate altitude (3000 m) at La Mesa Low altitude (2600m) at Tlalpujahua
Common garden tests of seedlings planted at different altitudes
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